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faith, may be endowed at the age of eighteen or nineteen; the ceremony lasts six or seven hours, and is secret. Thereafter, insignia is worn for life in the underwear (though nowadays some of the young women don't like to deface their lingerie). As to marriage, the Mormon church recognizes two kinds, the ordinary "till death do us part" ceremony, and one linking man and wife beyond death, i.e. unto eternity. Any Mormon bishop may unite believers in "simple" marriage, but a marriage unto eternity can only be performed in a temple, with the president of the church or one of the twelve apostles officiating. Quite often, young couples go through,the ceremony of endowment and are then "sealed" unto eternity the same day. The philosophy of marriage unto eternity is of course that of carrying the community on. Mormons believe implicitly that they will continue to bear children in heaven, since they never die. Thus marriage unto eternity is a kind of spiritual substitute fur polygamy which, as the world well knows, the church was forced to give up. Divorce is, strange as it may seem, permitted in the Mormon church, though the divorce rate is very low, especially in regard to marriages performed in the temple.
Vicarious baptism is a story in itself. Put bluntly and crudely, it means that upon "death" a good Mormon's status in heaven depends to a certain degree on the number of relatives he can muster. Thus, most Mormons dig back into the past to unearth ancestors, who, if proved acceptable, may be vicariously baptized in the temple, whereupon they make part of the heavenly company. This has led to the fantastically acute Mormon interest in genealogy. Believers all over the world assemble genealogical data, unearth new ancestors, and arc baptized in their stead. An immense research library exists on the subject in Salt Lake City, and I have seen ancestries traced in all seriousness back to 173 B.C. Perhaps fittingly, it is the very old members of the church who dig up their antecedents with greatest fervor.
The organization of the church is concrete and fixed on ,a pyramidal basis. At the head are three men, the president and two counselors, who are collectively known as the first presidency. Immediately below comes the council of twelve apostles, which also has a president. The first presidency and council meet every Thursday, from 9:30 A.M. to 1:36 P.M., like a cabinet;, the meeting opens and closes with prayer, and transacts the running business of the entire church. The apostles serve for life, and are chosen by revelation to the president, in his capacity as living prophet; criteria for choice arc a clean life, absolute conviction, and Call from God. The president himself is, on his side, chosen from among the apostles, which makes for a very close-knit organization indeed. The other two members of the first presidency (that is, counselors) are also, as a general rule, former apostles, but the rule is not invariable. For instance, the potent J. Reuben Clark, Jr., became a